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enter a temple or have anything to do for the gods during her
periods of menstruation ; consequently the office of temple
virgin was restricted to girls of immature years."1
M                                                                                                                                                                                                      __
Moreover, in Uganda the King and the chiefs had their
consecrated virgins bound to chastity and charged with the
duty of tending the fire on the royal or chiefly hearth. Canon
Roscoe's account of these domestic Vestals, as we may call
them, runs thus: " The King and each important chief had a
girl in personal attendance wherever there were restrictions
and taboos to be observed. This girl was called kaja
buwonga \ she lived in her master's house, and was ready for
any service. Her birth had been predicted by a priest; she
was dedicated to some god from her birth ; and when old
enough to perform the office called kaja> she was given to a
chief to perform the duties of this office. These duties were,
to tend the fire in the evening, and by night, to bring the chief
water with which to wash his face in the early morning, to
bring him the butter or medicine with which he smeared his
body, and to hand him the fetiches which he required, after
obtaining them from his principal wife who had the charge
of them. When he went on a war expedition, she accom-
panied him for a short distance, carrying in front of him his
fetiches which were to protect him from danger; these she
afterwards restored to the principal wife. No boy was ever
permitted to play with her, or even to touch her, for she was
a consecrated person. When she attained puberty the god
to whom she was dedicated ordered her marriage, and an-
other kaja girl from the clan was sent to take her place. The
king and the chiefs often took these girls to wife. The clan
from which she came profited by receiving presents and other
favours from the King or the chiefs, as the case might be/' a
Among the Barundi, a tribe living to the west of Lake
Victoria Nyanza, there is a class of virgins whom our author-
ity calls "Vestals." In the tribe there is a sacred drum
which is worshipped with almost divine honours. The
Sultan or King brings offerings to it, and the charge of the
drum is committed to three girls. One of their duties is to
see that the regular offerings are duly brought to the drum.
Such a girl is known as " the wife of the sacred drum."
1 J. Roscoe, The Baganda> p. 276.                   * J. Roscoe, op. cit. p 9.